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prizes, which were delivered to the successful competitors,
as usual, in the lecture theatre in the presence of the
medical and military staff of the Royal Victoria Hospital,
professors of the school, and a number of visitors. After
handing the prizes with a few appropriate remarks to each
recipient, Sir Dyce Duckworth delivered an address, which
is printed in full on another page. At the close of the
address the Director-General spoke, referring to the time
when he was himself among the number of the professorial
staff of the school, and he was followed by Sir J. Fayrer,
who gave the young surgeons about to proceed to India
some valuable counsel derived from his own long experience
in that country, and heartily congratulated them on having
selected service in India for their future professional career.
At the conclusion of the proceedings in the lecture theatre,
the meeting adjourned to the officers’ mess-room, where
luncheon was served.
We publish in another column the list of successful

candidates for commissions in the Indian Medical Service,
and the number of marks gained by them, together with
the names of the surgeons to whom prizes were awarded.

MALCOLM MORRIS INDEMNITY FUND.

THE following additional subscriptions to the above fund
have been received :-

Dr. M:tcna,ughton Jones 1 1 0 I
The costs amount to 480. Subscriptions may be sent to

Mr. G. P. Field, 34, Wimpole-street, or to Dr. Sidney
Phillips, 21, Upper Berkeley-street, who will be glad to
receive subscriptions which have been promised but not yet
sent.

Public Health and Poor Law.
LOCAL GOVERNMENT DEPARTMENT.

REPORTS OF INSPECTORS OF THE MEDICAL DEPARTMENT

OF THE LOCAL GOVERNMENT BOARD.

Fatal" Croup" &e. in the Horwich Registration District,
by Mr. J. SPEAR.-Another of those prevalences of diph-
theria, of a more or less marked type, masked under such
names as "croup" &c. has occurred in the Horwich regis-
tration district. The term diphtheria having been more
freely used towards the end of 1887 and the beginning of
1888 than during the earlier part of the prevalence, the
matter at last came under the notice of the Local Govern-
ment Board, and Mr. Spear was instructed to inquire into
the occurrence. It now appears that between the beginning
of 1884 and the end of the first quarter of 1889 an outbreak
causing no less than 57 deaths took place in this registra-
tion district, all but 3 of the deaths being registered in the
Horwich and in the Westhoughton urban districts, having
together an estimated population of some 214,000 persons.
Of 26 fatal attacks up to the end of 1887, only one was
registered as diphtheria, the remainder being described
under such terms as croup, tracheitis, cynanche trachealis,
and laryngitis. And of 27 deaths in 1888 only 4 were
put down to diphtheria. The subjects were nearly all
young children, and in 3 of the "croup" cases mem-

brane is said to have been visible either on the pharynx
or as the result of expectoration. In dealing with the
cases that came within review Mr. Spear says that in
the more obvious general symptomatology little dif-
ferentiation was found possible between the fatal affec-
tions, whether described as croup, tracheitis, or laryngitis;
and speaking again of non-fatal attacks, he says that on
the whole the testimony available suggested that under
such names diseases of a different etiology had been in-
cluded, and that although in some half-dozen cases the

history was that of diphtheria, yet the non-fatal attacks
were rarely in the same neighbourhood, or apparently
associated with the fatal attacks. It is next pointed out
that the :38 fatalities ascribed to "croup, tracheitis, and
laryngitis" occurred in 35 different households, in 26 of
which no other similar attack, or, indeed any of diphtheria
or noticeable sore-throat, occurred, although they contained
some 78 other children or young people ; and we rather
infer from this that Mr. Spear inclines to the view that
these cases were in some respects different from diphtheria.
But the exceptional cases show that what is termed
" laryngitis led to multiple attacks in the same house-
holds, whether of the same complaint or of what is termed
either sore-throat or croup ; that when diphtheria of a

typical type took place this was followed by so-called
croup ; that croup cases were followed by other croup
cases ; and that diphtheria in one case attacked an adult
who had been nursing a croup patient. The truth is, that
there is nothing so very exceptional in genuine diphtheria
being limited to single attacks in households ; its power for
spread being at times very different from that which obtains
at others. Indeed, of six fatal attacks from " diphtheria"
reported by Mr. Spear, three were single ones, whereas two
occurred in houses where fatal attacks of croup had taken place,
the remaining one being associated with two mild attacks in
the family invaded, and probably with two or three elsewhere.
Mr. Spear next adverts to the coexistence of measles and
scarlatina with some of the fatal attacks registered as croup
or laryngitis, a coincidence which lie is inclined not to regard
as accidental. Looking to the whole of this statement about
throat illness, fatal and non-fatal, forming apparently an
epidemic, we cannot help thinking that an almost artificial
attempt is made to differentiate between the several diseases.
Whilst we would by no means deny the possibility of
occurrences of laryngitis or of croup, merely because a diph-
theria prevalence was in progress, yet we cannot help
thinking that the knowledge we have recently acquired as
to the natural history of diphtheria goes to show that all
which occurred during the prevalence under consideration
is entirely consistent with the view that throughout the
disease met with was diphtheria, in so far as that term can
be regarded as covering a single specific disease, the affec-
tion merely manifesting certain of those modifications, alike
as to local symptoms, power of spread, and otherwise, which
are known to have marked its course in outbreaks where no
question whatever has arisen that it was diphtheria and no
other disease, that was met with.

VITAL STATISTICS.

HEALTH OF ENGLISH TOWNS.

IN twenty-eight of the largest English towns 5770 births
and 3763 deaths were registered during the week ending
Aug. 3rd. The annual rate of mortality in these towns,
which had been 21’0 per 1000 in each of the preceding two
weeks, declined to 20’5 last week. During the first five
weeks of the current quarter the death-rate in these towns
averaged 20’3 per 1000, and was 0’1 above the mean rate
in the corresponding periods of the ten years 1879-88.
The lowest rates in these towns last week were 14’1 in
Brighton, 14’8 in Birkenhead, and 15’7 in Bristol and in
Huddersneld. The rates in the other towns ranged upwards
to 25’9 in Newcastle-upon-Tyne, 27’0 in Manchester, 28’8 in
Sunderland, and 42’6 in Preston. The deaths referred to
the principal zymotic diseases in these towns, which had
been 1018 and 998 in the preceding two weeks, further
declined last week to 891; they included 578 from diarrhea,
79 from measles, 69 from whooping-cough, 65 from diph-
theria, 59 from scarlet fever, 41 from "fever (principally
enteric), and not one from small-pox. These zymotic
diseases caused the lowest death-rates last week in Wolver-
hampton, Derby, and Hudderstield, and the highest rates
in Salford, Sunderland, Plymouth, and Preston. The
greatest mortality from diarrhcea occurred in Salford, Sun-
derland, Birmingham, Leicester, and Preston ; from measles
in Plymouth, Newcastle-upon-Tyne, Leeds, Halifax, and
Preston; from scarlet fever in Huddersfield, Bolton, and
Plymouth; from whooping-cough in Portsmouth and Sun-
derland ; and from "fever" in Preston. The deaths from
diphtheria included 45 in London, 5 in Manchester, 3 in
Salford, and 3 in Sunderland. Small-pox caused no death
in any of the twenty-eight great towns; and no small-pox
patient was under treatment at the end of the week either


